
Jonah & the Relentless Compassion of God 
Chapter One 

 
 
 
 
The book of Jonah reads like a Shakespeare play. It’s full of satirical humor and ironic plot 
twists. These events are historical and true, written in a dramatic storytelling fashion to grab 
our attention. 
 
As you’re reading (or “watching”) this play unfold on stage, remember that the writer wants 
you to not only critique Jonah and his actions; the writer also wants you to examine yourself. 
When we look at Jonah, we might see ourselves in him like looking into a mirror. It’s an ugly 
reflection, but acknowledging the ugliness of our hearts is the first step to repentance.  
 
This is a story that is meant to make you laugh, but it’s also meant to make you ask some 
serious questions about whether you share God’s compassionate heart for your enemies. 
 
 

Cast 
• Narrator – The anonymous writer of the book (probably not Jonah himself). An 

unnamed voice off-stage who tells us the story, dropping hints along the way about how 
we’re supposed to feel about Jonah and his actions.  

• The LORD (a.k.a. God) – The main character and protagonist. Quiet, but not distant. He is 
acting in the background of every scene, causing everything to happen according to his 
plan. Although he only speaks once, it is the most important line in the entire story. 

• Jonah – The antagonist. He’s a prophet who seems more concerned with telling his own 
people (and himself) what he wants to hear rather than delivering the words of God. 
The only character in the story who doesn’t do what God asks. Smells like fish. 

• Sailors – Rough and tough on the outside, but deep down they just want to do what’s 
right and be at peace. 

• Whale – Plays a small role in the story but is a cult favorite of fans everywhere. Prone to 
tummy aches.  

• Ninevites – The most evil and ruthless people in the world. Hated and feared by all. But like 

every good story, there’s hope that even the worst can change.  
• Plant – Merciful protector from the sun. In a dramatic growth spurt. Hates worms. 

• Worm – Very hungry. Loves plants. 

• Cattle – Lots of them. Moo. 
 

  



Backstory 
The year is 760 BC. Not long ago Nineveh was the biggest and baddest city in the area. They 
were fearsome warriors who did cruel things to their foes. But they’re no longer what they 
once were, weakened and divided by poor leadership. Still, they are a potential threat to their 
neighbors, including the kingdom of Israel to the west, and nobody in their right mind would 
want to go near them. 
 
Jonah is a veteran prophet and an Israelite. We’ve only heard of him once before when he told 
his king, Jeroboam II (a very wicked king), that God was on his side (see 2 Kings 14:23-25), but 
then God sent a different prophet named Amos to tell Jeroboam II that actually God was 
against him because of his wickedness. Did Jonah mishear God, or was Jonah so wrapped up in 
his own patriotism that he didn’t want to relay God’s bad news? We can’t know for sure, but 
the events in this book will clearly show that Jonah’s heart is not in the right place. 
 
The story opens with the Narrator telling us that God is sending his prophet Jonah to Nineveh 
to condemn them for their evil ways. 
 
 

Ice Breaker 
• We don’t like it when we don’t get our way. Watch this video of this adorable kid 

arguing with his mom because he took a cupcake he wasn’t supposed to have. 

• Read and reflect on this quote before you begin: “Correction is only seen as judgement 
by those who still love their sin.” 

 
 

Observe 
• God tells Jonah to go to Nineveh. Where does Jonah try to go instead? Click here to see 

just how far this city is away from Nineveh. 

• How many times does the narrator mention the city that Jonah is headed for?  

• How do the sailors and Jonah respond to the storm? 

• What is the irony of Jonah’s confession in verse 9? 

• Jonah tells the sailors to throw him into the sea. Is he trying to save their lives from the 
storm, or is he that dedicated to running from God? 

• Why didn’t the sailors throw Jonah into the sea right away? 

• Did you know a scene from Disney’s Pinocchio is loosely based on the story of Jonah? 
Click here to watch it. I doubt Jonah had it quite so comfy. 

• Who were the sailors praying to at the beginning of the storm? Who were they 
worshiping when the storm ceased? 

• Who and/or what obeyed God in chapter 1? Who and/or what disobeyed God? 
 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFYsJYPye94
https://kevinlotz.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/jonah-map.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uh1sCdcSDi0


Meaning 
• What is a prophet? How would you expect a prophet to act toward God? 

• Why do you think the Narrator mentions that Jonah is fleeing to Tarshish so many 
times? 

• The Narrator never tells us how Jonah feels about the Ninevites (at least, not yet!). But 
based on what you saw in chapter 1, how would you describe his feelings toward them? 

• The Narrator spends a lot of time contrasting the sailors to Jonah. What did you learn 
about them and how they’re different? 

• Everyone and everything is doing as God tells them… except for Jonah. What does this 
tell you about Jonah’s heart? 

 

Application 
• What encouraged you from this story so far? 

• What challenged you? 

• Did you see yourself in Jonah in this story? 

• Can you think of a time when you rebelled against God even though you knew you were 
wrong?  

• Why is it sometimes so hard for us to acknowledge and turn from our sin? 

• Has God ever had to use a dramatic situation to get you back on the right path? 

• Have you seen examples of where Christians have acted like Jonah, running away from 
our duty to reach all peoples? What do those examples reveal about our heart and 
priorities? 

• Be brutally honest with yourself: Is there someone or a type of person that you 
purposefully avoid interacting with? What is about them that makes you uncomfortable, 
fearful, or angry? 

 
 

Respond  
Close in a time of conversation with God about the things that challenged you from this week’s 
study. Below is a passage from Psalm 86 that you may use to help guide your prayer: 
 

You, Lord, are forgiving and good, 

abounding in love to all who call to you. 

Hear my prayer, Lord; 

listen to my cry for mercy. 

Teach me your way, Lord, 

that I may rely on your faithfulness; 

give me an undivided heart, 

that I may fear your name. 

I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; 

I will glorify your name forever. 


