
Ruth 2 
Bible study questions 

 

Context 
• Verse 1 gives us some background information that will become important to the story. 

What information does the author give us that is important to understand the events 

that follow? 

• We are reminded five times in chapter 2 that Ruth is a foreigner and Moabite. Watch 

this short video to learn why we her foreign nationality might make life difficult for her: 

https://youtu.be/pJmxlpFOKes  

• Boaz is the son of a famous woman in the bible. Do you know who she is? (Look up 

Matthew 1:5 and Joshua 2). 

• In this chapter we meet Boaz, a character of incredible counter-cultural generosity. 

Watch this video from The Bible Project to learn more about the biblical theme of 

generosity: https://youtu.be/62CliEkRCso  

 

observation 
• Many Israelites would have treated a Moabite woman poorly during this time because 

their people were enemies. But how does Boaz surprise us in the way he treats Ruth? 

• Verse 3 tells us that Ruth “happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz” 

(ESV). Is this a coincidence or do you think the author is being ironic?  

• Look at verses 12 and 20. Do Boaz or Naomi see this as a coincidence? 

• Look at verses 10-12. Ruth is surprised that Boaz would treat her so well because she is 

a foreigner. But when Boaz looks at her, he doesn’t see her nationality. What does he 

see instead? 

 

meaning 
• Ruth is a new believer in the God of Naomi and Boaz (see 1:16). What do you think she 

is learning about her new God through these events? 

• In chapter 1, Naomi claimed that God had turned his hand against her. How do you 

think her feelings are changing by the end of chapter 2?  

https://youtu.be/pJmxlpFOKes
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+1%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua+2&version=ESV
https://youtu.be/62CliEkRCso


• Boaz’s mother Rahab was a foreign prostitute who was generously welcomed into the 

people of God (see Joshua 6:22-25). How do you think that might have played a part in 

the way he looked at a woman like Ruth? 

 

application 
• hope: Naomi’s trust in God was at a low point in chapter 1, but now we see her 

beginning to hope again by the end of chapter 2. Have you ever been through an 

experience where you lost trust in God? What helped you learn to hope in him again?  

• hope: We’re entering dark and scary times with the spread of the coronavirus. What are 

you learning about how God works in dark and scary times? How does this story help 

build your hope in God though we know life might get difficult very soon? 

• point-of-view: It would’ve been easy for Boaz to make an excuse and not treat Ruth well 

because of her nationality. But he chose to see her through God’s eyes, not his own. 

How does choosing to look at people through God’s eyes change the way we see them?  

• point-of-view: Think of a person or group of people that you have a hard time loving. 

Read Luke 6:31-36 and pray that God would give you a generous heart toward them. 

• generosity: Many people are experiencing a lonely and hopeless situation right now with 

the spread of the coronavirus. Who are the people God is calling you to serve like Boaz 

served Ruth? 

• generosity: “Social distancing” makes it difficult to serve people in the traditional ways. 

What can you do right now to make others feel seen, loved, and cared for? 

• Pray: Read Psalm 138 and pray that God would strengthen your hope in him as we walk 

“in the midst of trouble.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua+6%3A22-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6%3A31-36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+138&version=ESV

