
Jonah & the Relentless Compassion of God 
Chapter Three 

 
 
 
 
Wait… this sounds familiar. Is the record skipping?  
 
In some ways the story restarts, but in others it’s completely different. After the world’s longest 
detour Jonah finally sets out for Nineveh as God first instructed him to. And while Jonah has an 
important role to play in this next scene, two other characters—God and the Ninevites—come 
to center stage. 
 
What will come next? Will the Ninevites reject Jonah? Will God unleash his wrath upon the 
Ninevites as they deserve? In a story full of unexpected twists and turns, this next surprise 
beats them all. 
 

Ice Breaker 
• What’s the most you have ever done to prove to someone that you were sorry? 

• What does it mean to repent? What does repentance look like? 

• Read and reflect on Q & A 12-13 from the Heidelberg Catechism: 
 

Q & A 12 
Q: According to God’s righteous judgment 
we deserve punishment 
both now and in eternity: 
how then can we escape this punishment 
and return to God’s favor? 
 

A: God requires that his justice be satisfied. 
Therefore the claims of this justice 
must be paid in full, 
either by ourselves or by another. 

 
Q & A 13 
Q: Can we make this payment ourselves? 

 

A: Certainly not. 
Actually, we increase our debt every day. 

 

Observe 
• Does anything from chapter 3 sound familiar? Where have you heard it before? 

• What unusual things do the Ninevites do to show that they are sorry? Do you know 
what these actions symbolize?  



• How does the Ninevites’ response to God in chapter 3 compare to Jonah’s response in 
chapter 1? 

• What was the cause for God relenting from the destruction he had threatened? 
 

Meaning 
• Did you find Jonah’s attempt to preach to the Ninevites to be genuine?  

• Did you find the Ninevites’ repentance to be genuine? 

• Jonah’s sermon warned the Ninevites that they would soon be overthrown (translated 
literally, “turned over”). That were certainly turned over, just not in the way we first 
expected. How? 

• Considering what we know about how terrible the Ninevites were, does God’s response 
to their repentance surprise you? 

• Read Matthew 12:38-41. The Pharisees ask Jesus to give them a sign to prove that he 
has been sent from God, but Jesus refuses and says that he will only give them the sign 
of Jonah. What does Jesus mean by this? 

• In what ways is Jesus the greater Jonah? 

• Read Q&A #12-13 from the Heidelberg Catechism again (see the Icebreaker section). 
How is it possible that God would show mercy to these wicked Ninevites if justice must 
be satisfied?  

 

Application 
• What encouraged you from this chapter? 

• What challenged you? 

• Can you think of a time when you truly repented to God? 

• God’s mercy is where these two things meet: (1) a growing awareness of my sinfulness, 
and (2) a growing awareness of God’s holiness. 

o How do we see this in Jonah 3? 
o How have you seen this in your own life? 

• Jesus has paid the price for our sins and satisfied the just debt we owed by dying in our 
place. Through him mercy is guaranteed whenever we approach God for forgiveness. 
Holding to that guarantee of mercy, is there anything you need to repent for? 

 

Respond  
Close in a time of conversation with God about the things that challenged you from this week’s 
study. You may use Psalm 51 to help guide your prayer: 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

    blot out my transgressions. 

Wash away all my iniquity 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

For I know my transgressions, 



    and my sin is always before me. 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Do not cast me from your presence 

    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 


