
Jonah & the Relentless Compassion of God 
Chapter Four 

 
 
 
 
The final climactic scene takes place on a hillside on the outskirts of Nineveh. Will God smite 
the city? Will he consume them with fire as he did with Sodom and Gomorrah? Will he treat 
them as their sins deserve? 
 
Jonah walks on stage and takes his seat. He pulls out a bag of popcorn and gets ready for the 
fiery show he expects to come next. You can hear the echo of cattle “mooing” softly in the 
distance. 
 
He waits. He waits. He waits. But nothing happens… Or, at least, not what he expected to 
happen.   
 

Ice Breaker 
• Read and reflect on this quote: “There is a difference between believing that God is holy 

and gracious, and having a new sense on the heart of the loveliness and beauty of that 
holiness and grace. The difference between believing that God is gracious and tasting 
that God is gracious is as different as having a rational belief that honey is sweet and 
having the actual sense of its sweetness.” (Tim Keller) 

 

Observe 
• What makes Jonah angry? 

• What makes Jonah happy? 

• Look at verse 2. Jonah is quoting a Bible verse when he describes the character of God… 
well, part of it. Read Exodus 34:6-7. What part does Jonah leave out? 

• God asks Jonah the same question twice in this chapter. What is that repeated 
question? 

• Jonah says the same sentence twice in this chapter. What is that repeated sentence? 

• God is concerned not only for the people of Nineveh, but also the __________. 
 

Meaning 
• Why did Jonah only quote half of Exodus 34:6-7 when describing God’s character? 

• In chapter 1, Jonah wants to die. In chapter 2, Jonah wants to live again. In chapter 4, 
we see moments when Jonah wants to die and when he is happy to live. Imagine you 
are Jonah, and finish these statements for him: 

o “I want to live in a world where… ” 
o “I don’t want to live in a world where… ” 

• What was the incident with the plant supposed to teach Jonah? 



• What does this chapter reveal about Jonah’s heart and what he cares about? 

• What does this chapter reveal about God’s heart and what he cares about? 

• Why does God mention the “many cattle” at the end of his speech? 
 

Application 
• How do you see the broken and dark heart of Jonah in you? 

• How have you seen the relentless and compassionate heart of God change you and 
what you care about? 

• Re-read the quote from the Icebreaker section. What is the difference between knowing 
about God’s grace, and “tasting” it? How have you “tasted” the grace of God in your 
life? 

• How should “tasting” the grace of God change the way you look at others, including 
your enemies? 

• Who are the people that you struggle to be compassionate towards? 

• What would it look like for you to take on this relentless compassion of God’s heart and 
apply it to the people that you struggle to love? 

 

Respond  
Close in a time of conversation with God about the things that challenged you from this week’s 
study. You may use the prayer below to guide you: 
 

 

What is it in my heart? 

My ways are not your ways. 

I need your help. 

Give me your heart. Give me your Spirit. 

Help me, please, for you alone can change me. 

I am wholly dependent on your grace. 

Amen. 


